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MIDDLESEX COUNTY

Middlesex Water could face lawsuit from
six towns over high contamination
Suzanne Russell MyCentralJersey.com
Published 5:02 a.m. ET Nov. 10, 2021

A week after Middlesex Water Company expanded notices of water contamination exceeding
government standards to six towns, the mayors of those towns said they have retained legal
counsel to investigate the water company's actions. 

The mayors of Carteret, Clark, Edison, Metuchen, South Plainfield and Woodbridge
announced Tuesday they have collectively retained the law firms of Vlasac & Shmaruk, of the
Iselin section of Woodbridge, and Berger Montague, of Philadelphia, to investigate the
actions implemented by Middlesex Water and 3M to comply with state and federal safe
drinking water standards.

“I believe this litigation is absolutely necessary to get the truthful answers my residents
deserve, ... I will accept nothing less,” said Edison Mayor Thomas Lankey.

Middlesex Water told customers in the six towns beginning late last month that
Perfluorooctanoic Acid (PFOA) was detected in groundwater samples in excess of the state
Department of Environmental Protection's Maximum Contaminant Level standard at the
company’s Park Avenue Treatment Plant in South Plainfield.

PFOA is a chemical used in industry and consumer products that break down slowly and can
build up in people, animals and the environment over time.

The chemical can be found in water, soil, air and food, as well as food packaging, household
products, personal care products, drinking water and soil and water near waste sites.

Long-term exposure can result in problems with cholesterol levels, liver, kidney, immune
system, the reproductive system in men, as well as developmental delays in infants and
children.
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Last year the DEP adopted a stricter permitted level of PFOA in drinking water at 14 parts
per trillion. Previously the limit was 40 parts per trillion.

In September, Middlesex Water was notified that its wellfield exceeded the PFOA limit with a
quarterly average of 21 parts per trillion.

Earlier: Water contamination in additional Middlesex County towns exceeds standards

The company said the contamination is expected to continue until new treatment equipment
is installed. A $47 million upgrade project is planned and is expected to go into service in
mid-2023.

Carteret Mayor Daniel J. Reiman called for immediate action Tuesday to correct the
exceedance of PFOA and to compensate residents and businesses for the costs of buying
bottled water and installing water filters.

A Woodbridge man has already filed a class action lawsuit against Middlesex Water seeking
reimbursement of the cost of buying bottled water, visiting his physician and possibly buying
a water filter after he received notification of the contamination. 

Earlier: Water contamination in four Middlesex County towns exceeds standards

Middlesex Water has also filed a federal lawsuit against 3M, which claims the company was
the only known manufacturer and distributor of PFOA in the United States, and should have
known the chemical was toxic.

The case is in mediation.

T&M Associates, an environmental and engineering firm, previously had been retained by
the six towns to review Middlesex Water’s and 3M’s water quality reports and tests for PFOA.

Email: srussell@gannettnj.com 

Suzanne Russell is a breaking news reporter for MyCentralJersey.com covering crime,
courts and other mayhem. To get unlimited access, please subscribe or activate your digital
account today.
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